
 

 

Be systematic and strategic in how you approach Dean’s Date and Finals Period, using McGraw 
resources (and other) on exam prep, planning, and other topics. 

• Enter due dates and exam dates into the calendar so you can work backwards from them in 
your planning. Make a schedule to guide your studying, dividing up material/tasks into 
smaller, more manageable units. 

• Enter start dates and specific milestones (e.g. “have draft done” or “reviewed all lectures”) 
into the calendar to keep you on schedule. 

• While it is tempting to work on or study for one course at a time, consider interleaving your 
studying for multiple courses. For instance, even if your focus some days is on writing a 
paper due prior to an exam, spend a limited amount of time (say an hour) each day studying 
for your first exam after Dean’s Date. 

• Recognize that you will probably get tired, and that fatigue will decrease your studying 
efficiency—so plan accordingly.  

• Utilize course and other (e.g. McGraw, study groups) resources strategically. To get the 
most out of review sessions, for example, schedule study time BEFORE a review session or 
office hours, so you can ask specific questions, etc. 

• Review is less useful exam prep than practice, so whenever possible practice on the kinds of 
questions, problems and tasks you’ll be asked to do on the exam—under exam conditions, if 
possible. 

• When studying for an exam, resist the temptation to “go over all course content from the 
beginning” and instead focus first on what is most important in the course and/or your 
knowledge gaps to ensure you spend time on top priorities and don’t run out of time to 
study them. 

• Use past/practice exams to identify what kinds of questions will be asked, what you should 
study, and as a diagnostic to see how prepared you are. Analyze returned midterms to 
guide your studying as well. 

• Ask your professor, preceptor, learning consultant or tutor for advice on HOW to study, not 
just what to study. See Principedia and video recordings of McGraw workshops on studying 
and exam prep as well. 

https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/undergraduates/resources-handouts-and-advice-undergraduates
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/sites/mcgraw/files/preparing-for-finals-rvsd-dec2020.pdf
https://mediacentral.princeton.edu/media/%22How+will+I+get+it+all+doneF%22A+Planning+for+Dean%27s+Date+%26+Finals/1_64gc1lnr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTo35X2rqls
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/preparing-for-princeton-midterms
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/sites/mcgraw/files/media/analyzing-returned-exams.pdf
https://principedia.princeton.edu/
https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/node/4031


 

Reading period and final exam planning calendar for Spring 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

April 25 26 27 Last day of classes 28 Reading Period begins 29  30  May 1 

2 3  4 5 Reading Period ends 
Dean’s Date 

6 Final Exams begin 7 8  

9 10 11 12  13 14 Final Exams end 15 


